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Tainan is an old city filled with culture and history; it also has unique natural landscapes
such as lagoons, wetlands, reclaimed lands, and sandbars. Serving as the petri dish of the
earth, the cradle of ecology, and a unique incubator with ecological diversity, these places
gather an unending stream of vitality, just as how Next Art Tainan nurtures and cultivates

talented new artists.

With “Artcross the Universe” as the theme, this exhibition aims to combine Tainan’s
unique and vibrant natural landscapes with Next Art Tainan’ s nurture of young artists.
With the formation of the universe as a symbol, this exhibition investigates the birth and
growth of life, as well as the development and transformation of art. It explores personal
experiences and observations of daily life, meanwhile bringing diverse contemporary
aesthetics into the discussions. In an Internet-based generation, it further explores how
the individuals define, affect, and reflect themselves in the fast-changing environment.
This is a multi-faceted exploration of art, enabling the artists to search for the context and

many possibilities of society in a boundless, diverse universe of creativity.

The exhibition presents the inner world of the artists. Using different media and forms,
such as painting, sculpture, video, and installation, the artists present the reflection on
the social phenomenon and experiences of daily life. They show their perspectives on

life, society, self-identification, as well as the role and value of art in society.

In its 12th anniversary this year, just as before, Next Art Tainan will be showcasing 10
award-winning artists who stand out from nearly 500 participating artists nationwide.
Inheriting the spirit of Next Art Tainan each year, the artworks are exhibited in 10 art
galleries and spaces based on their concepts, materials, and spatial planning. The
different styles of spaces and imagery of the works echo the artists” deconstruction of the
vast amount of information. With the reinterpretation in this exhibition, the works are
given with eye-catching visual effects in the “universe” called Next Art Tainan, presenting

infinite possibilities of arts and social participation.

21 RQR Code

For the full-length curatorial statement, scan the QR Code.
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Tainan is a city with a rich historical and cultural foundation. Through streets and
alleys, you can feel the historic and pure atmosphere of the past. However, with urban-
ization and modernization, the inheritance of memory regarding history and culture is
often neglected. Through the combination of history revitalization and contemporary
art, we hope to bring vitality and creativity into the city, making Tainan an eye-catching
city of culture and art in 2024. As the unique stores, historic buildings, and renovated
old houses become the platform for art exhibitions, this ancient capital shows its

charms that grow along with the generations and its possibilities in the future.

This project aims to combine history and culture with contemporary art, creating new
energy in the two major historic districts in the city center: the Fucheng Historic District
and the Fucheng Historic District Buffer Zone through cross-border collaboration. In this
project, we select historical buildings with cultural uniqueness and renovated old houses
in Tainan City, matching these spaces with the artworks of 11 winners of Next Art Tainan
in the past 11 years. Through fieldwork and interviews, we hope to further understand the
spiritual core of the history and culture of Tainan. With the cross-border dialogue and
creation energy of the 11 artists, we hope to bring contemporary art to life and the public,
integrating cultural aesthetics into the streets of the city and giving local shops a more
different artistic experience and perception. By connecting dots in the city and making
the alleys into a map of arts, we aim to demonstrate the unique aesthetics of streets in the

ancient capital Tainan.

The goal of this project is not merely to bring art and cultural atmosphere to the city. We
hope that through the art exhibition in the alleys and various kinds of stores, we can
create a unique experience, while enhancing Tainan’s city image and appeal to attract
more residents and tourists, which further promotes local economic development. Art is
not only a cultural experience; it can also be an engine for economic growth. Through this
project, people can enjoy various artworks while shopping, dining, and strolling around.
By introducing art into daily life, we want to add more fun to their lives and expect the

public to have a deeper understanding of Tainan’ s historical background and spaces.
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