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INVISIBLE OCEAN, GROWING CITY

Tainan is an ever-growing city. Because of sediment accumulation, the Taijiang Inner Sea, the
vast lagoon once depicted in 17th-centry Dutch maps, has gradually vanished in the changing
natural landscape. In 1655, when the Dutch VOC completed building Fort Provintia (now
Chihkan Tower), the coastline of the Taijiang Inner Sea was still to the west of the fortress. But
by the late 18th century, the coastline had receded far from the town district of Chihkan Tower.
Beginning from the Japanese ruling period, southern Taiwan's shipping hub gradually shifted
from Anping to what is now Kaohsiung Port. As we review Tainan's geographical records, we
find that its coastlines have been in a constant state of transformation. This also signifies that
Tainan is a city gradually expanding toward the sea. Meanwhile, if we look toward the north of
Yanshui River, from Sicao and Annan all the way to the Qigu Lagoon and Beimen, the lagoon
landscape remains intact and the boundary between the ocean and the land appears
remarkably blurred.

Such a geographical landscape is in fact quite common along the west coast of Taiwan, leading
to the gradual coastal land expansion. Given that Tainan is the first city in Taiwan's history with
modern significance, Tainan's urban development and historical records allow us to further
understand the details of its shifting coastlines and their relevance to the city's development.
Strolling through the narrow alleys in old-town Tainan, one might unknowingly be walking
over what was once open sea or a shallow tidal flat. As the locations of the ocean, lagoons, and
waterways have shifted throughout different time periods, we can also wonder: which
historical body of water does today's cityscape correspond to? Just like how many cities
continue to develop and expand over time, Tainan's unique natural history has led the city to
continuously expand and generate new cityscapes, gradually replacing existing lagoons
through an organic development process.

Regarding the curatorial focus, this year's Next Art Tainan Award explores Tainan's organic
growth and continuous evolution around waterscapes. It also features invited works that
engage with the city's fluid nature and rich water heritage. As the Award enters its thirteenth
edition, both for the organizers and curatorial team, we believe the Next Art Tainan Award
serves as a unique platform connecting local and international art scenes and communities.
We look forward not only to the outstanding works of emerging and international artists but
also to welcoming visitors to Tainan for an artsy walk in the pleasant spring weather.
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